




Praise for Introduction to the Study of Religion

‘S tudents a n d  teachers o f relig ion in  colleges an d  universities have n eed ed  a book  like this for 
a long  tim e -  a n d  never m ore urgently  th an  today w hen religious discourses are  grow ing in 
in fluence  on  a g lobal scale an d  w hen a cu ltu ral ethos o f politically co rrec t to lera tion  an d  a 
h a rd en in g  religious insistence on  religious rights an d  correctness w ork to g e th e r to p ro tec t 
relig ion an d  th e  religions from  hard -headed  analysis an d  criticism  in th e  public sphere. This 
p ro tec tion ism  also p lagues th e  scholarly study o f relig ion , w here it  is co m p o u n d ed  w ith a 
historic tendency  o f relig ion scholars an d  teachers to play a care taker ro le w hen it com es to 
religion.

O n e  o f the d eares t prices p a id  fo r this tendency  is a p red ilec tio n  fo r cu rricu la  and  
pedagogical practices th a t n o t only p e rm it b u t encourage  an  idiot savant m ode o f app roach ing  
relig ion by re legating  theore tica l an d  concep tual th o u g h t on  relig ion to a m ere  op tion  o r by 
in tro d u c in g  studen ts to theories o f an d  analytic app roaches to re lig ion  as a final ex it o r 
capstone requ irem en t. T he g rea t virtue of this book  is th a t it  refuses to agree to all this.

W ithou t m uch  ado  the au tho rs assum e th a t students are  m em bers o f the  academ y from  day 
one an d  th a t from  day one the study o f relig ion is an  exercise in  th o u g h t for w hich an  earlier 
ra th e r  th an  la te r o r o p tiona l in tro d u c tio n  to th e  in te llec tual lineages a n d  theo re tica l 
discourses on  relig ion  is indispensable.

Accessibly, clearly, firmly, an d  kindly w ritten , this book  reliably in troduces studen ts to the 
history o f the  study o f relig ion, focusing on  its m ost defin ing  approaches an d  controversies 
a n d  h igh ligh ting  th e  d ifference betw een “in s id er” know ledge o f re lig ion(s) a n d  “o u ts id er” 
study o f relig ion. A substan tia l ch ap te r th a t surveys th e  re c e n t spate o f p o p u la r books by 
detractors o f relig ion an d  supporters o f re lig ion  adds to th e  b o o k ’s tim eliness an d  clarity o f 
argum ent. This book  is a fine in tro d u c tio n  to the study o f relig ion th a t m anages a t th e  same 
tim e to be an  im p o rtan t in terven tion  in  how th a t study is widely p rac ticed .’

Willi Braun, Director o f the Interdisciplinary 
Program o f Religious Studies, University o f Alberta, Canada

‘R odrigues an d  H ard ing  give an  overview o f the study o f re lig ion  th a t is a t once inclusive and  
accessible. This book  will he lp  o rien t u nderg radua tes  to th e  field o f Religious Studies, an d  will 
be a handy  reference  fo r g raduate  students an d  scholars o f re lig ion .’

E. Ann Matter, University o f Pennsylvania, USA

‘W hat exactly is “religious stud ies”? W hat is its re la tionsh ip  to theology? W hat ab o u t those 
pesky “new  atheists”? R odrigues an d  H ard ing  provide a critical overview o f various approaches 
to the study of religion, past an d  p resen t, th a t is as insightfu l as it is accessible. This still largely 
u n d e fin ed  field  w ould ben efit greatly from  its wide ad o p tio n  in its u n d e rg rad u a te  (and  
g raduate) courses o f study.’

Luther H. Martin, Professor o f Religion, The University o f Vermont, USA


