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Foreword
Design is n o w  b e in g  increas ing ly  recogn ized  as a va lue  a d d in g  lin k  b e tw e e n  cu ltu re  and p roducts , 
serv ices and expe riences  and b e tw e e n  bus inesses and custom ers. As a “ p ro b le m  d e fin in g  and 
c rea tive ly  s o lu tio n  seek ing  d is c ip lin e " des ign  has im m e n se  p o te n tia l to  fo s te r pa rtn e rsh ip s  w ith  
g o ve rn m e n ts , ta rg e t indus tries  and  o th e r s ta ke h o ld e rs ' n o t o n ly  to  p ro v id e  a lead ing  edge  in th e  
m a rke t p lace b u t a lso to  d e ve lo p  a b e tte r  q u a lity  o f life.

The new  M ille n n iu m  has he ra lded  sw e e p in g  w in d s  o f g loba liza tion , a ided  by conve rg ing  te ch n o lo g ie s  
and “ ideas d rive n " econom y. Though  g lo b a liza tion  has o p e n e d  doors  o f e c o n o m ic  p ro sp e rity  to  th e  
“ m a jo rity  w o rld "  it has a lso ra ised th e  issues o f sus ta inab ility , a p p ro p ria te  te c h n o lo g y , cu ltu re -ce n tric  
p re fe rences , surv iva l o f local arts and crafts etc., like neve r be fo re . The cha llenge  b e fo re  design 
e d u c a tio n  is, th e re fo re , to  p ro active ly  respond  w ith  speed and im a g ina tio n  to  th e  e m e rg in g  contexts. 
This calls fo r  in tro d u c tio n  o f innova tive  approaches  to  des ign  e d u ca tio n , c o llabo ra tive  p ractices, 
in te rn a tio n a l linkages and pa rtne rsh ips , w ith  fo cu s  on  d e v e lo p m e n t o f a fresh  des ign  pedagogy  
w h ich  draw s upon  th e  t im e  te s te d  tra d itio n s  o f des ign  e d u c a tio n  and p ractice , w h ile  ab so rb in g  th e  
co n ve rg e n t and u b iq u ito u s  n ew  m ed ia  and te ch n o lo g ie s .

The issues o f tra d it io n  and m o d e rn ity  have th e re fo re , perhaps neve r been  m ore  re levan t to  design 
e d u c a tio n  th a n  in th e  2 1 st ce n tu ry  w h e re  th e  dynam ics  o f g lo b a lisa tion  and its s o c io -e c o n o m ic  
consequences  have p ro m p te d  des ign  educa to rs  and th in ke rs  to  c ritica lly  app ra ise  th e  ro le  o f design 
in e n h a n c in g  and d e liv e rin g  th e  q u a lity  o f life  in a m ore  accessib le  and  inc lus ive  m anner.

The th re e -d a y  In te rna tiona l co n fe rence  on Design E ducation: T rad ition  & M o d e rn ity  (DE TM ) o rgan ised 
by th e  N ationa l In s titu te  o f Design u n d e r th e  leade rsh ip  o f Mr. S hashank M ehta  and  Mr. Vijai Singh 
Katiyar, fa c u lty  m e m b e rs  was an a tte m p t to  b ring  to g e th e r on a c o m m o n  p la tfo rm  e m in e n t design 
educa to rs , p ra c titio n e rs  and s e n io r s tu d e n ts  to  address so m e  o f th e  issues in th e  c o n te x t o f de e p - 
ro o ted  des ign  tra d itio n s  on o ne  e nd  o f th e  sp e c tru m , and th e  need  fo r  a re le va n t and  h o lis tic  
app roach  to  design e d u c a tio n  to  m e e t th e  dem a n d s  o f th e  g loba l e co n o m y, on th e  o ther. The In te n t 
S ta te m e n t on D esign E ducation  a d o p te d  a t th e  end  o f th e  c o n fe re n ce  e n d o rse d  by th e  de lega tes 
fro m  2 7  c oun tries  fro m  d iffe re n t c o n tin e n ts  n o t o n ly  re flects  th e  in tense  d e lib e ra tio n s  th a t to o k  
p lace d u rin g  th e  con fe re n ce , b u t a lso encapsu la tes  th e  v is ion  o f g loba l design e d u c a tio n  fra te rn ity  
and paves w ay  fo r  a he a lth y  fo rw a rd  d ia logue  and sharing.

The N a tiona l In s titu te  o f Design takes g rea t p leasu re  in p u b lis h in g  th e  fu ll- le n g th  papers p resen ted  
a t th e  p a th -b re a k in g  DETM con fe rence . I am  sure th is  p u b lic a tio n  w ill p ro m o te  d is se m in a tio n  and 
d iscou rse  o f d iverse  des ign  kno w le d g e  and e xpe rience  on a range o f issues th a t are re le va n t to  th e  
design e d u c a tio n  in d iffe re n t parts o f th e  w o rld : th e  d e ve lo p e d , d e v e lo p in g  and least de ve lo p e d . 
The conce rns  o f des ign  e d u c a tio n  m ay  vary  in de ta ils  in d if fe re n t con tex ts  and c oun tries  b u t th e  
broad d ire c tio n s  seem  to  be  hav ing  a lo t m o re  conve rgence  than  a n tic ip a te d  as is e v id e n t fro m  th e  
p resen ta tions .
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